permit freezes, or sewer moratoria) may determine whether land can be develoj and how property can be used, and they also influence property values. To the ext that planning actions and land-use controls directly affect individual properties, formation about such actions and controls should be indexed by cadastral pai number.
Aerial Photographs, Surveys, and Plats. Aerial photographs, cadastral surve and plats may provide information on the location, the size and shape, the use parcels, and the occurrence of changes in the inventory of parcels, land uses, improvements. Such information obviously is crucial to the origination and m; tenance of cadastral records.
Information Supplied Directly by Property Owners. Property owners themse.
can be highly useful sources of land-parcel data. They may be called on to ve
or supplement data on property characteristics, sales prices and terms, rental inc<
and expenses, and construction-cost data. Formerly, in assessment administrat
property owners were almost exclusively relied on as the source of informatior
the nature, extent, and value of their properties. Such exclusive reliance resulte
the property tax being a tax on honesty, and great reliance on property owners bee
discredited. Recently, limitations in assessment budgets have caused assessor
revaluate property owners as a source of information. Some jurisdictions now pro
property owners with detailed descriptions of their properties so that they can ve
or contest the accuracy of the information on which their assessments are base
Field Canvasses. The preponderance of information required in local governr
functions such as planning, assessment, and code enforcement is obtained by
or contractor personnel through on-site, visual inspections. These inspections pro
information on the characteristics of land parcels and of improvements on tl
parcels. Some jurisdictions recently have experimented with video technologic
a means of obtaining a visual record of properties.
Other Sources. The real estate industry, particularly real estate multiple-li: services, brokers, and private fee appraisers, can be a source of cadastral data
5.3.2 Designing Data-Collection Forms
Data-collection forms traditionally have been made of paper. Portable data-* devices, which can be used to collect, edit, and update records, may make forms obsolete in computerized land-record systems. Nonetheless, some of the ciples of forms design remain.
Data-collection forms may serve several purposes, depending on the applic in question and on the design of the record system. A major purpose is to ser either a temporary or semipermanent repository for information collected in the 1 In a fully computerized cadastral record system, the useful life of a data-colle form ends when the data have been entered in and accepted by the computer.ing and zoning actions (zoning changes, adoption of a master plan, urban renewal or redevelopment requirements, building-dings.
